Safety campaign 
hits home
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The year - long “No excuse” campaign to reduce the number of people killed and seriously hurt on Dorset's roads is continuing to make a big impact.

More than 3,000 drivers and motorcyclists were caught for bad and careless behavior across the county in the project's first two months.

Offences include inappropriate speed, using a handheld mobile phone while driving, not wearing a seatbelt and drink- or drug -driving.

Those caught may have the option to pay £60 and attend a driver awareness course, but others could face points on their licence, a ban or even a prison sentence.

“No excuse” is being led by Dorset Road Safe, a partnership between the county council*, emergency services and other agencies in Dorset. It involves more police officers on our roads in both marked and unmarked vehicles, combined with hard-​hitting awareness campaigns.

Temporary posters saying “Caught? No Excuse” has been put up at key spots around the county to remind road users that they could be caught for bad or careless driving anywhere, any time.

In 2009, 258 people were killed or seriously hurt in crashes on roads in Dorset. That's down from 294 in 2008 but there is still a long way to go to meet national targets for reducing road casualties*.

The county council's road safety manager, Robert Smith, said: "Almost all fatal and serious crashes involve human error. That's why this campaign is targeting* types of bad and careless driving and riding through extra enforcement and educating people to take more care on our roads”.

"Ultimately, we want to see fewer people being caught because they are thinking more about their driving. That way we would see a real reduction in the number of tragic crashes on our roads”.

*county council : “Conseil régional”

*casualties : accidents

*targeting : concentrating on
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