
Coming soon to a street near you: the solar-powered bin
which crushes the rubbish and emails council to say it’s full.

The Big Belly, a  £3,200 computerised, solar-powered bin which is hitting the streets of Inverness can take eight times as much rubbish as a normal bin of the same size. 
Machinery inside the bin compacts litter automatically and an internal computer is programmed to send an email to the council when the bin needs to be emptied.
Eight hours of daylight per month is enough to power the bin’s electronic devices.

The high-tech bins are made by Irish company Kyron and have previously been trialled in various towns in Ireland as well as in Devon’s seaside resorts.

Highland Council has now agreed to start a four-week trial of Big Belly and will place the bin outside the Inverness branch of McDonald’s.

A council official pointed out that the bin could reduce the burden on workers, as they would not have to empty bins so frequently but Unison, one of the unions which represent cleaners said it would expect to be informed of the implications for workers of the introduction of these automated bins.

The council will consider replacing all of Inverness’ 50 public bins with Big Belly after the trial. 
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