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AMERICAN ICON
The saga of Steve Jobs is the Silicon Valley creation myth. He revolutionized six industries: personal computers, animated movies, music, phones, tablet computing and digital publishing. Steve Jobs became the greatest business executive to be remembered because he made products that were completely innovative, combining the beauty of poetry and the power of processors. He also built the world’s most valuable consumer electronics company: Apple.

Maybe Steve Jobs thought different because he felt different. Born in 1955 in San Francisco, his Syrian father and American mother immediately gave him up for adoption. He was raised by Paul and Clara Jobs in Silicon Valley. At the age of 21, he started Apple with his friend Steve Wozniak, a technical genius who built computers. Their bestseller was Apple II in 1977.

Steve Jobs did not invent things, but he recognized their power before anyone else. In 1984, he launched the Macintosh, an immediate success. He was a great man but not necessarily a good one : his ferocity towards his employees frustrated Apple’s board who stripped Steve Jobs of all the power to make decisions. In September 1985 Steve Jobs left the company. Twelve years after resigning, he returned to Apple as Chairman accepting $ 150 million from Bill Gates to save the company from huge financial losses.

In 1999 he introduced the colored IMacs with a triumphant advertising campaign “Think different”. Steve Jobs became a man who wanted to change the world with the IPod in 2001 and the ITunes Music Store in 2003. In 2007, a revolutionary product changed everything, the IPhone, a powerful personal computer that fitted in your pocket. In 2010, Apple sold more than 15 million  IPads, a tablet computer, in the first year.

Steve Jobs had built some of the greatest tools for creativity and self-expression that humanity has ever seen. He wanted us to live our own lives fully and richly whether we liked it or not.
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1955-2011
Steve Jobs 
Adapted from TIME  October 17, 2011
Apple’s board : Conseil d’administration d’Apple
Strip : Déposséder

Resign : Démissionner
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